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JESUS

All power in heaven and earth centersin
the person of Jesus. Everything that man needs
inthisworld andin theworld to comeisfound
in Him. Without Him no man can hopeto suc-
ceed, but with Him failure isimpossible. No
human mind has ever been able to compre-
hend the height, the depth, the length, and the
breadth of the eternal redlities that reside in
Jesus, for He contains all the fullness of the
Godhead bodily. (Col. 2:9.)

It is clear that in order for Jesus to be so
mighty, He must be more than a mere man.
Many centuries before He came, it was fore,
told of Himin Isaiah 9:6: “UntousaChildis
born, unto us a Son is given: and the govern-
ment shall be upon His shoulder: and His

Page 5



name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor,
Themighty God, The everlasting Father, The
Prince of Peace.”

I saiah, looking down over morethan seven
centuriesof time, saw the Prince of Peaceborn
into this world. Speaking under the inspira-
tion of the Spirit, the prophet boldly affirms
that this child who was to be born is “the
mighty God.” No one could possibly fulfill
the predictions made in this prophecy unless
he was born as a child and at the same time
was the mighty God.

There are very few in the present genera-
tion who refuse to believe that Christ was a
real historical character-that Hewasborninto
theworld and lived Hislifeamong men. There
areaconsderable number of people, however,
who will not admit that Jesus Christ is God.
Thetestimony of Bible prophecy to the Deity
of Jesus Christ is con, elusive, but we shall
present other proof to substantiate the fact that
Jesus Christ isactually God.

Josephus, the noted Jewish historian, who
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was borninA.D. 37 and died about A.D. 95,
gives us this remarkable statement: “Now
there was about this time Jesus, a wise man,
if it belawful to call Him aman; for Hewasa
doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such
men as received the truth with pleasure. He
drew over to Him both many of the Jewsand
many of the Gentiles. He was the Christ, and
when Pilate, at the suggestion of the princi-
pal men amongst us, had condemned Him to
the cross, thosethat loved Him at thefirst did
not forsake Him; for He appeared to them
aiveagainthethird day; asthedivine prophet
had foretold these and ten thousand other
wonderful things concerning Him. And the
tribe of Christians, so named from Him, are
not extinct at this day.” —Antiquities of the
Jews, book 18, chap. 3.

For some time it was thought that this
passage was an interpolation into the writ-
ings of Josephus, but Adolph Harnack, the
great German scholar and authority on this
period of history, has proved it to be a part
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of the original text, and as authoritative as
anything Josephus ever wrote.

Then we have aso the testimony of the
apostle Paul, who was actudly a contempo-
rary of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is said con-
cerning Paul that he had the philosophical mind
of a Plato and the literary genius of a
Shakespeare. Being a contemporary of Jesus,
Paul did not investigate the claims of Jesus
when centuries had passed and the real person
of Christ might have been lost in the midst of
mythology and hero worship. He scrutinized
those claims when Christianity was in itsin-
fancy, when thegenerationinwhich Jesuslived
was till alive. To the mind of the apostle Paul
one of the most conclusive reasonsfor believ-
ing Jesus Christ to be the divine Son of God
was thefact that He rose from the dead.

In Romans 1:1-4, in referring to Jesus,
Paul wrote, “The gospel of God, . . . concern-
ing His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which
was made of the seed of David according
to the flesh; and declared to be the Son of
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God with power, according to the spirit of
holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.”

Paul tellsus herethat Christ is of the seed
of David according to the flesh, but on the
divinesideof Hisnature, Heisdeclared to be
the Son of God by the resurrection from the
dead. The resurrection of Christ must not be
left in doubt down through the ages, for on it
rests the most potent argument of all in favor
of the divinity of Christ. If there is nothing
left of the mighty man of Nazareth except a
handful of dust in an old Syrian tomb, to what
hope of afuture life can other men look for-
ward?

So God raised up Paul with his brilliant
mind, that he might investigate the claims
of the resurrection of Christ while the men
were still alive who said they actually saw
Him after Herose from the dead. Hetellsus
that after Hisresurrection, Jesus was seen of
above five hundred persons at once. The
greater part of this number were still aive
when Paul had attained the prominence of
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an apostlein the early church. (1 Cor. 15:6.)
He was able to obtain their personal testi-
mony to the certainty of the resurrection.
These were men and women outside the
circle. of the apostles.

Of coursethe apostlesthemselves affirmed
that they saw Him and talked with Him after
He rose from the dead; so they had not a
shadow of doubt regarding His resurrection.

It would be difficult indeed to find any
event in history to which the unanimous tes-
timony of five hundred persons could be ob-
tained. Yet this is the testimony given con-
cerning theresurrection of Jesus Christ, which
makes it the most accredited and certain his-
torical event of al time.

No wonder Talleyrand, the secretary of
state under Napoleon Bonaparte, said that
thereisno event in al history the certainty of
which is so fully established as the resurrec-
tion of Christ.

May we again quote the statement of
Paul? “Declared to be the Son of God with
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power . . . by the resurrection from the
dead.”

Surely Jesusisthe eternal Son of God.

Paul saw that Jesuswas like agreat moun-
tain peak that pushed its snow-capped sum-
mit into the clouds, and al other men were
but like the swamps at its base. One eminent
authority has said concerning the apostle Paul
that he was the greatest man that ever lived.
And yet this great man, when he compared
himself with Jesus, said of himself that he
himself was but refusein comparison. When
we see how far Jesus Christ towers above Paull,
considered the greatest and best of men, it is
clear that Jesus must be more than man.

If He were not morethan aman, it would
be impossible to explain the influence of
Hislife. Everything about Him pointsto the
fact that He is not a mere man, but is actu-
ally God. He was born in a stable and
cradled in a manger. Yet around that man-
ger and that precious Babe the wholeworld
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gathers at least once a year and stops and
listens anew to the angels' song of peace on
earth and good will to men, and all theworld
becomes tender and is drawn closer to-
gether. Other babes have been born during
the centuries, but none of them have gripped
the heart of the world as has this one.

Out of the dimly lighted stable of Bethle-
hem comes a light that makes the hearts of
men glow with a warmth that inspires them
to the loftiest acts of which they are capable.
The poor and the hungry are fed, the home,
less are given shelter, and the naked are
clothed. The hard-fisted, selfish man suddenly
wakes up and becomes unselfish, sending
good cheer into the desolate homes of the
unfortunate.

Who can explain the mighty hold that
Jesus has on the hearts of men, except by
admitting that Jesus Christ is more than
man?

Jesus was no visionary who sat and
dreamed and philosophized asthe days came
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and went. Hewasahard-working artisan, who
applied Himself to the carpenter’stradeinthe
village of Nazareth, in Galilee. Until He was
thirty years old, He worked early and late at
the carpenter’s bench.

In an age that had sunk to the lowest ebb
of iniquity and sin, Nazareth was an out-
standing example of moral depravity. Its
reputation for wickedness was so great that
it had become proverbial, and the saying was
current in Christ’s day, “ Can there any good
thing come out of Nazareth?’ The product
of thistown was expected to be nothing but
vile and sinful.

In thistown Jesus spent the greater part of
Hislife, living there nearly thirty of thethirty-
three and ahaf years of His sojourn on earth.
It was not an environment that was cal cul ated
togrow arareand choice plant. Yet amid those
vile surroundings grew the Lily of the valley
that has sent forth itsfragrance of purity tolift
the whole world to a higher and loftier plane.
Thiswas possible because He did not depend
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for His spiritual sustenance upon the soil of
Nazareth, but drew His strength from the very
throne of heaven.

Very littleisknown of thelifeof JesusChrist
during Hissojournin Nazareth. Practically all
we know is that He worked as a humble car-
penter there until He was thirty years of age.
He died at the age of thirty-three and a half.
Only three and one-half years of Hislifewere
lived outside the obscurity of the little
carpenter’sshop of Nazareth. During that brief
time Hewandered about on the dusty roads of
asmall country, Palestine, which was at that
timeavassal of Rome. He did not sharein the
educational advantages of Histime; He never
wrote a book, never traveled, never had ajob
or apublic office; He never was seated upon a
royal thronein thisworld, never was agover-
nor-not even amayor of atown or even acon-
stableof asmall village; and Hedied asacrimi-
nal. Everybody, apparently, wasglad when He
passed away, except afew fishermen and some
humble women.
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Abraham Lincoln was president of agreat
nation and was sincerely mourned by mil. li-
ons, but when Jesus died, He was execrated
by His nation and mourned by but afew un-
learned followers. He died upon a cross, an
ignominious death reserved for the slave and
the alien. And yet His name eclipses al oth-
ers, and He is the outstanding figure of the
centuries.

The cross was the gallows of His day the
electric chair of Hisage. It wasthe most cruel
instrument of torture ever invented. Menwere
nailed uponit and hung there unsheltered from
thebiting cold or the scorching heat until they
died of exhaustion or of heartbreaking suffer-
ing. We aretold by historiansthat somelived
for a week hanging upon the cross until the
birds came and plucked out their eyes while
they were till alive. The body of the Lord
Jesustouched thecruel crossand immediately
transformed it into the glory of the world.

We have our red crosses, our white crosses,
our green crosses, with all their crossed pieces
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like friendly arms reaching out to heal and
uplift and blesstheworld. What woman would
think of wearing arepresentation of the elec-
tric chair as an ornament about her neck, or
what man would suspend a model of a gal-
lows as awatch charm from his pocket? Yet
today we find the once cruel instrument of
torture, the cross, gladly worn by men and
women as the symbol of al that is good and
noble and inspiring and holy.

What amighty person thisman Jesus must
be, whose one touch can change an instru-
ment of cruelty, suffering, and shameinto the
greatest symbol intheworld of peaceand good
will to men.

Mary, the mother of the Lord Jesus, was
awoman of modest circumstances brought
up among the rugged hills of old Galilee.
Her life was one of hardship and poverty.
At the critical moment of her life, when ev-
ery woman especially needs a friend, she
was obliged to find her way into a dimly
lighted stable at the time of the birth of her

Page 18



first-born son, Jesus. And yet this humble
girl of Galilee has become the most hon-
ored and revered woman in all history. Her
name, Mary, has become a household word
in nearly every nation of theworld. Theonly
reason why such signal honor has been be-
stowed upon her isthat she isthe mother of
Jesus Christ. The name of Jesus lifts the
simplegirl out of the commonplaceinto the
sublime. What a mighty name is this name
of Jesus

Every time you write the number of the
year onyour letter or make an entry into your
ledger, or look for the date on your newspa-
per or magazine, you are reminded that Jesus
was born so many yearsago. Thisyear isnum-
bered asit is because Jesus was born into the
world. Other great men have lived since His
day, but Heremains supremethrough the ages.
It isnot so many years after Julius Caesar, or
Shakespeare, or Napoleon, or Washington, or
Abraham Lin, coin, but it is so many years
after Jesus Christ.
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The first thing that meets you when you
enter the classroom is that everything in his-
tory isdated before and after Jesus Christ. He
isthe Number Oneof history. From thisnum-
ber one, Jesus Christ, you count all theevents
of al time. Likeagreat mountain peak push-
ing its snow-capped head into the clouds, He
stands supreme, and al history slopes down
from Him. He splitsthe centuriesin two, and
all history revolves about His name.

Who can explain this without admitting
that Jesus Christ is more than mere man?
His public career lasted only three and a half
years, but from that three and a half years
of short, fleeting ministry Hislife sent forth
a power that has lifted empires off their
hinges, turned the centuries out of their
course, and colored the stream of timewith
His blood. Think back over three and one-
half years of your own life, and see how
quickly they have passed, and how little
impression you have made even on your
immediate surroundings, to say nothing of
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the world at large. Jesus wandered around
three and one-half years without office or
position of any kind, with afew humblefol-
lowers, and yet today He is the dominant
figure of history. So great an effect must
have a corresponding cause.

William E. Lecky, the noted Irish histo-
rian, in his Essays on Religion, page 253, has
summed up thelife of Christinthefollowing
language: “ It wasreserved for Christianity to
present to theworld anideal character, which,
through all the changes of eighteen centuries,
hasinspired the hearts of men with animpas-
sioned love shown itself capable of acting on
all ages, nations, temperaments, and condi-
tions; has not only been the highest patron of
virtue, but the highest incentive to its prac-
tice, and has exerted so deep aninfluence that
it may be truly said that the simple record of
those short years of activelife hasdone more
to regenerate and to soften mankind than all
the disquisitions of philosophers and all the
exhortations of moralists.”
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Christ was born of Jewish stock and lived
His entire life among the Jews; yet no one
thinks of Him asaJew. The prejudice that is
sometimes held against that race is certainly
absent when men think of Christ. Heisloved
everywhere, and all nations call Him their
own. When the Frenchman paints Him, He
lookslike a Frenchman. When the Italian de-
picts Him upon the canvas, He is an Itaian;
the German always makes Him look like a
German in his pictures; and the American
paints Him so that He looks like an Ameri-
can. Herises above all national lines and all
national borders, and is the universal Christ,
loved and worshiped in every nation. His
name is sung and prayed in more than eight
hundred languages in the world today.

He is the supreme figure of the ages, and
is growing more mighty every day. Kings,
potentates, and crowns are falling rapidly.
Great names one after the other flicker and
go out and are soon forgotten. But the name
of Jesusisever increasing in might and glory.
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Hisisthe one namethat goes steadily march-
ing on. How can you account for such atre-
mendous effect without admitting a corre-
sponding cause?

What great name but the name of Jesus
helps men die in peace? Millions of persons
have passed into the valley of the shadow of
death with the name of Jesuson their parched
lips. And for them the valley has been trans-
formed with light and glory and the shadows
have fled away as the Sun of Righteousness
haslighted up their last momentswith resplen-
dent colors. Surely Jesus must be divine.

Napoleon Bonaparte gives us this testi-
mony: “Across a chasm of eighteen hun-
dred years Jesus Christ makes a demand
whichis, beyond all others, difficult to sat-
isfy. He asks that for which a philosopher
may seek in vain at the hands of hisfriends,
or afather of his children, or abride of her
husband, or a man of his brother. He asks
for the human heart; Hewill haveit entirely
to Himself. He demandsit unconditionally,
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and forthwith Hisdemand is granted. Won-
derful! In defiance of time and space, the
soul of man, with all its powers and facul-
ties, becomes an annexation to the empire
of Christ. All who sincerely believein Him
experience that remarkable, supernatural
love toward Him. This phenomenon is un-
accountable. It isbeyond the scope of man’s
creative power. Time, the great destroyer,
is powerlessto extinguish this sacred flame.
Time can neither exhaust its strength nor
put alimit to itsreign. Thisiswhat strikes
me most. | have often thought of it. Thisis
what to me proves quite convincingly the
divinity of Jesus Christ.”

Shortly before Jesus Christ went to His
death upon the cross, He made a wonderful
pronouncement. We read in Matthew 24:14:
“Thisgospel of thekingdom shall be preached
in all theworld for awitnessunto all nations;
and then shall the end come.”

Jesus Christ was standing alone, looking,
asit were, at the open tomb. His nation had
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given Him up. At Rome, the capital of the
world, He was unknown. His few followers
would soon leave Him and flee. And yet
when He stood at what would seem to be the
end of the road, His eyes were not dimmed
with the tears of disappointment, for He
looked with the eyes of God upon the future
generations, and He said, “There is coming
aday in which My name and My gospel will
be known around the world.”

At the time He made this pronouncement,
therewas not achanceintheworld, according
to human probabilities, that what He predicted
could happen; but it has come true, neverthe-
less. Today men are telling the story of Jesus
inthedarkest partsof Africa. In Chinathey are
singing the praises of the Christ of God, Men's
hearts are glowing with the thought of the gos-
pe of Jesusin the idands of the sea. In fact,
every country intheworld ishearing thename
of Jesusin song and in Scriptural language.

At atimewhen thewholeworld waslying
in the inky blackness of heathenism, and the
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only nation that really believed in God was
hostile to Him and gave Him up to be cruci-
fied, how did Jesus Christ know that there
would come a day when His praises and His
gospel would be sounded to the end of the
earth? He knew it because Jesus Christis God,
and God knows the end from the beginning.
Men do not know thefuture. If weknew what
the future held in store for us, how different
would be our plans! But God aloneisableto
foretell and unveil future events.
Thereisone other beautiful thing about
this pronouncement. Jesus tells us that
when His name is sounded around the
world and the gospel is preached in every
nation, then will the end come the end of
the reign of sin and sorrow and heartbreak
and trouble. As we stand |ooking over the
world, and see this marvelous prediction
so fully and wonderfully fulfilling, we may
know that we are nearing the dawn of that
better day when sin will be no more. We
are approaching that time when the nations
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of the world shall become the kingdoms
of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall
reign forever and ever.

How wonderful to live in a country of
which Jesus Christ, the Man of Calvary, the
Onewho gaveHislifefor us, isKing. What a
wonderful ruler Hewill makein that country
of the blest!

“What valueisitto us,” you say, “to know
that Jesus Christ is God?’ Well, dear friends,
Jesus Christ is God, and God can. not lie. So
the story Hetellsusin the Scriptures must be
true. After all, thereisahomeover therewhere
the changes never come. Thereisaland that
is fairer than day. There is a country where
men can run and not be weary, and walk and
never befaint. Thislifeisaltogether too short
even for the man who lives to aripe old age.
But how comforting itisto know that thereis
aplace prepared for those who are willing to
livefor andtolovethisdear Jesus, wheretheir
fondest ambitionswill berealized, and where
men will live with a perfect mind in aperfect
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body in a perfect world forever. Jesus! How
wonderful and preciousisthe name! Heisthe
Prince of Peace, the mighty God, and the com-
ing King. When we think of Him, who was
born in a stable and died upon a cross; who
dividesthe centuriesin two, and about whose
nameall history revolves; who lifted empires
off their hinges, turning the stream of time
out of its course; and who at the same time
binds up the brokenhearted and speaks peace
to the troubled breast; when we think of the
millionswho have died with the name of Jesus
on their parched lips, and of how the shad-
owsof death have burst into the glorious col -
ors of the setting sun at the thought of Him,
may we not exclaim:

“All hail the power of Jesus' name,
Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crown Him Lord of al.”

All thegloriesthat gather round that name
sublime are wonderful to behold, but they
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will be of no value to you, dear friend, un-
less Jesus makes atriumphant entry into your
heart. You must do something definite about
the acceptance of Christ as your personal
Saviour, if Hislifeisto benefit you.

Perhaps you are saying within your heart,
“1 admit that | am not what might be called a
real Christian, but | believe | have as good a
chancefor heaven assome peoplel know who
professto belong to Christ.”

Let megiveyou anillustration that | hope
will makethismatter of the need of accepting
Christ still clearer.

In Rome, Italy, some years ago, there en-
tered the office of the American embassy aman
who appeared to bein gresat distress. When he
finally secured an audience with the ambassa-
dor, he stated his case, avery serious one, and
then implored the ambassador for help.

The ambassador immediately asked the
man, “ Areyou acitizen of the United States?’
The man replied, “1 have lived in the United
Statesfor twenty-fiveyears. | havereared my
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family there. | have alwayspaid my taxes, and
contributed to all worthy enterprises.”

“But,” interrupted the ambassador, “are
you acitizen of the United States?’

He answered slowly, “No, | have never
taken out my citizenship papers, but | believe
I have done my duty toward the Government
just asfully asthose who havetaken out their
citizenship papers.”

The ambassador replied, “1 am sorry for
you, but | cannot help you because you are
not acitizen of my country.”

Some years later a man entered the same
embassy, and talked to the same ambassador.
The man was trembling with fear and emo-
tion, for his case was desperate. He spoke in
broken English, but he stated his case to the
ambassador with sufficient clearnessto make
him understand his situation.

The ambassador directed the same ques-
tion to this man that he had asked the other
man someyears before: “ Areyou acitizen of
the United States?’
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In afaltering manner he explained to the
ambassador that some years before he had
taken out his first papers, and just before he
sailed for Italy, he had received his last pa-
pers, and so he was a full-fledged citizen of
the United States.

The ambassador exclaimed, “You are a
citizen of my country. | extend to you thefull
power of the United States for your protec-
tion, and one hundred thirty million Ameri-
can citizens are behind you to seethat you get
your rights.”

No foreigner can become a citizen of a
country without making a positive, definite
decision to take out his citizenship papers.
Everyoneisaforeigner by naturewith respect
to the kingdom of heaven. But we may be-
come*“fellow citizenswiththe saints,” as Paul
expressed it in Ephesians 2:19.

So may | ask you the question, “Haveyou
taken out your citizenship papers which en-
titleyou to aplacein thekingdom of heaven?’

It is not aquestion of how near you think
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you cometo doing as well asyour neighbors
who are Christians, but have you taken out
your citizenship papers?1s Christ the King of
your heart now?

You say, “I do not know how to take out
citizenship papersfor heaven.” If you arewill-
ing to acknowledge Christ as your personal
Saviour, to follow Him all the way, He will
accept you as a citizen of His kingdom, and
you will become right now a citizen of the
kingdom of grace.

You cannot do Hiswill without His help;
so it is useless to talk about being saved at
last unlessHe has entered your heart and taken
up His abode there. Our part of the transac-
tionisto bewilling to do God'swill. Christ’s
part is to furnish the power to do the thing
you will to do.

We have the case of a palsied man men-
tioned in Luke 5:18, a helpless, bedridden
victim. Jesus told him to arise, and take up
his bed, and go to his house. No doubt this
palsied man had tried many timesto rise, but
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had found that he was absolutely helpless. But
when Jesus told him to arise, he made the ef-
fort, and immediately Christ furnished the
power, and he was ableto rise.

So with us. If we are willing to make the
effort, taking Christ at Hisword, He will fur-
nish the power to do God'swill.

Will you not bow your head and accept
Him, and invite Him to take charge of your
life? Hewill comein and live Hislifewithin
you, and at last He will present you faultless
before the throne. (Jude 24.)

May you not delay, but make the decision
infavor of Christ and eternity right now, and
apeacethat floweth like ariver will beyours
for time and eternity.
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“Let not your heart be troubled:
yebelievein God, believealso in
Me. In My Father’'s house are
many mansions: if it werenot so,
| would havetoldyou. | gotopre-
pare a place for you. Andif I go
and prepare a place for you, |
will comeagain, and receiveyou
unto Myself; that where | am,
there ye may be also.”

—John 14:1-3.
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